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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE MINISTER'S 
STATEMENT 

REF: STATE 99971, 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM AN ARGUS CORRESPONDENT 
TODAY (APRIL 19), I USED A PORTION OF THE GUIDANCE PROVIDED 
BY REFTEL REGARDING DEFENSE MINISTER BOTHA'S STATEMENT IN 
PARLIAMENT THAT AMERICAN PLANES HAD DELIVERED ARMS TO SOUTH 
AFRICAN CONTROLLED BASES IN ANGOLA DURING THE 1975/76 

CIVIL WAR. THE LATE EDITION OF THE CAPE TOWN ARGUS TODAY 
MADE THE MATTER THE SUBJECT OF ITS LEAD STORY, THE TEXT OF 
WHICH FOLLOWS IN PARA 2 BELOW: 

2. ; ?3&8, 53/5: US DENIES ARMS AIRLIFT TO ANGOLA. 

THE UNITED STATES DENIES THAT ITS AIRCRAFT TOOK ARMS TO 
ANGOLA DURING THE CIVIL WAR-CONTRADICTING SOUTH AFRICA'S 
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MINISTER OF DEFENCE, MR. P.W. BOTHA. 

IN PARLIAMENT YESTERDAY MR. BOTHA SAID AMERICAN AIRCRAFT CARRIED 
ARMS TO ANGOLAN POSITIONS HELD BY SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES AND 
THAT HE WATCHED THE UNLOADING. 

BUT TODAY MR. HARVEY NELSON, UNITED STATES CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
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IN THE ABSENCE OF THE AMBASSADOR, ISSUED A TERSE STATEMENT 
DENYING THIS. 

"THE UNITED STATED PROVIDED NO ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES IN 
ANGOLA OR ANYWHERE ELSE," HE SAID. 

"NO UNITED STATES AIRCRAFT DELIVERED ARMS IN ANGOLA." 

MR. BOTHA WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT. 

IN PARLIAMENT YESTERDAY HE SAID SOUTH AFRICA WAS CONDEMNED FOR 
GOING INTO ANGOLA ON A LIMITED SCALE. 

"BUT THERE WAS A TIME WHEN AMERICAN AIRCRAFT UNLOADED WEAPONS 
AT MILITARY POSITIONS AND BASES IN ANGOLA WHICH WERE HELD 
BY SOUTH AFRICAN SOLDIERS. 

"I WAS THERE" 

"I WAS THERE PERSONALLY AND SWA THE UNLOADING OF THE WEAPONS." 

MR. BOTHA'S STATEMENTS AND THE AMERICAN DENIAL SEEM LIKELY TO 
AGGRAVATE ALREADY STRAINED RELATIONS. 

IT IS NOTED THAT MR. BOTHA DID NOT CLAIM SPECIFICALLY 

THAT AMERICAN AIRCRAFT DELIVERED WEAPONS TO SOUTH AFRICAN 
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TROOPS-THEY COULD HAVE BEEN FOR OTHER ANTI-MPLA FORCES IN THE 
AREA-BUT HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED AMERICAN AIRCRAFT. END TEXT. 

3. IF, AS IS LIKELY, WE ARE QUERIED FURTHER ON THIS 
ISSUE, PROPOSE TO RESPOND WE BELIEVE IT WOULD SERVE NO 
USEFUL PURPOSE TO CARRY ON A PUBLIC DEBATE ON THIS 
QUESTION AND, THEREFORE, HAVE NOTHING FURTHER TO ADD. 

NELSON 
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